Nocardia nova aortitis after coronary artery bypass surgery.
Cardiac nocardiosis is a rare disease that is nearly always associated with cardiac operation. We report the case of a patient with a 10-month history of intermittent fevers after coronary artery bypass operation who presented with progressive shortness of breath and fever. He was found to have a large aortic aneurysm secondary to Nocardia nova infection likely transmitted during his original bypass operation. This is the first reported case of Nocardia aortitis after coronary bypass operation and serves to alert physicians of this rare but serious postoperative complication.